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As the new year gets underway, I want to express my gratitude to
the BRHPC Board members, employees and partners for a
rewarding and successful 2013. BRHPC has been fortunate to
receive funding for several new programs this year including the
Nurse Family Partnership, Supportive Services for Veterans and
Families program (SSVF), and the Affordable Care Act Certified
Application Counselors (CAC) Initiative.
The Nurse Family Partnership, funded by a federal grant through
the Florida Association of Healthy Start Coalitions, is a
partnership between BRHPC, Broward Health, Memorial
Healthcare System and the Broward Healthy Start Coalition to
provide an evidenced based program targeting first time mothers
who are at risk. This program allows nurses to deliver the support
that first-time moms need to have a healthy pregnancy, become
knowledgeable and responsible parents, and provide their babies
with the best possible start in life.
The Supportive Services for Veterans and Families program
(SSVF) was implemented this past summer by the United Way of
Broward County, as part of their MISSION UNITED initiative.
This program provides eligible veteran families with outreach,
case management and assistance in obtaining VA and other
benefits such as health care services, daily living services and legal
services. As a community partner for SSVF, BRHPC provides
social services and rapid re-housing case management for veterans
and their families at-risk of homelessness or coming out of
homelessness. Other SSVF partners include American Red Cross
South Florida region, 2-1-1 Broward, the Urban League of
Broward County, Coast-to-Coast Legal Aid of South Florida and
Legal Aid Services of Broward County (continued on next page).

Michael De Lucca, MHM
President and CEO
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Through a grant provided by Community Catalyst, BRPHC has formed the Broward County CAC
Initiative, a multi-organizational collaborative that includes the following community partners: Hispanic
Unity of Florida, Urban League of Broward County, Community Access Center, Impact Broward , 2-1-1
Broward, Memorial Healthcare System, Broward College, and Broward County’s Family Success Centers.
The purpose is to provide Certified Application Counselors throughout Broward County to assist
uninsured individuals and families to enroll for health insurance coverage through the federal Health
Insurance Marketplace. We are available to assist you or your clients with enrollment into “Obamacare”
through March 31. Please contact Lisa Agate for more information at lagate@brhpc.org.
We want to thank all of our community partners in helping us have a successful 2013 and look forward to
continued success in 2014.

Employee of the Quarter
On Friday, December 27, 2013, BRHPC honored staff
member Austin Lebin as their Employee of the Quarter for
the first Quarter of 2014 at their Annual Holiday Luncheon.
CEO and President Michael De Lucca presented the award
to Austin, who graciously accepted. Austin has worked
under Systems Administrator Jonathan Hill for almost four
years in efforts to maintain BRHPC’s rapidly-expanding
information network, which has grown to include a state-ofthe-art Business Intelligence datacenter and a host of other
health information databases---one of which he administers.
Austin joined BRHPC as a computer technician in May of
2010 after graduating with a Bachelors degree in
Management Information Systems from Florida Atlantic
University. He joins previous EoQ award winners JeanRobert Menard, Nora Galvis, Necole Gayle, Lindsay
Corrales, Brandi Lehrer, and Nadienka Sanz.

Point-In-Time Homeless Count
Between January 21– 23, volunteers will go throughout
Broward County to survey both sheltered and unsheltered
individuals and families experiencing homelessness. This
initiative will not only help the county determine the needs
and service gaps of this population, but by utilizing the
updated, more extensive survey tool, we will be able to
prioritize housing for the most chronic and vulnerable
people. BRHPC coordinates the planning for this effort in
collaboration with various agencies throughout the county
with the common goal to end homelessness by 2020.
If you would like to participate in our efforts please contact
Shira Fowlkes, PIT Coordinator, via email
sfowlkes@brhpc.org, or follow the link on the Broward
Point-In-Time website to volunteer
(www.browardpointintime.org ).
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HIV Division
Ryan White Reauthorization – Community Forum
Marsha Martin, Director, Urban Coalition for HIV/AIDS
Prevention Services, and Bill McColl, Director of Political
Affairs, AIDS United, facilitated two community forums
on December 18 and 19, 2013. The forums provided an
opportunity to discuss the arguments for and against
reauthorization of the CARE Act in the context of a
larger discussion about healthcare and the Affordable
Care Act. Participants completed a survey designed to
gather feedback on key aspects surrounding
reauthorization of the CARE Act. Response will help the
County form a position that supports the community’s
overarching opinion.

2013 World AIDS Day Event and Consumer Forum
World AIDS Day events were held at Hagen Park on December 3, 2013. Duane Cramer, renowned
photographer and HIV activist, was the keynote speaker. Mr. Cramer’s photographs were featured in
an adjacent gallery. Several providers were present to discuss available services as well as provide
assistance signing up for the Health Insurance Marketplace. Mr. Cramer held a consumer forum the
following day at Delevoe Park. The forum allowed participants to openly discuss their experiences
living with HIV. The discussion highlighted the fact that HIV stigma is still prevalent, education on
HIV and Prevention for Positives is needed, and disclosure of HIV status remains a difficult decision.
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Ryan White Part A Services
Centralized Intake & Eligibility Determination
CIED Main Office
Broward Regional Health Planning Council
200 Oakwood Lane, Suite 100, Hollywood, 33021
954-566-1417
Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 5:00

Broward Regional Health Planning Council, Inc. provides
Centralized Intake and Eligibility for Persons Living with
HIV/AIDS in Broward County. The Program provides a
single entry point of service and assistance with
applications and referrals to 3 party benefits and
community services to all eligible Broward County
residents.
rd

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
6405 N Federal Highway, #205, Ft Laud 33308
954-722-2411
Tues, Wed & Thurs, 8:30-5:00
AIDS Healthcare Foundation Oakland Park HCC
1164 E Oakland Park Blvd, Oakland Park 33334
954-561-6900
Wed 8:30-12:00 pm
Broward Community & Family Health
168 N Powerline Rd, Pompano 33069
954-970-8805
Friday 8:30-5:00
Broward County Health Department
Paul Hughes Health Center
205 NW 6th Avenue, Pompano 33060
954-566-1417
Mon, Wed & Fri 8:30 -5:00
BCHD State Road 84
780 SW 24th Street, Fort Lauderdale
954-467-4700
Mon, Thurs & Fri 8:00-4:00
Broward Health
Comprehensive Care Center
1101 NW 1st Street, Fort Lauderdale 33311
954-467-0880 (Mon & Wed 8:30-5:00)
Specialty Care Center
1111 W. Broward Blvd, Ft Laud 33311
954-463-7313
Tues & Fri 8:30-5:00
Broward House
Wilton Manors Client Service Center
2800 Andrews Ave, Wilton Manors 33311
954-568-7373
Tues, Wed & Thurs 8:30-5:00
Care Resource
871 W Oakland Park Blvd, Ft Laud 33311
954-567-7141
Mon-Friday 8:30-5:00
Children’s Diagnostic & Treatment Center
Comprehensive Family AIDS Program
1401 S Federal Highway, Ft Laud 33316
954-728-1088
Tues & Thurs 8:30-5:00,
Wednesday 1:00-5:00
Memorial Healthcare System
Memorial Primary Care Center – Dania
4105 Pembroke Rd, Hollywood 33021
954-265-8412
Wed & Thurs 8:30-5:00
Poverello: Friends Fitness Center
2200 NE 12th Ave. Wilton Manors 33305
954-561-3663
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:00
After Hours & Weekend By Appointment

Services are provided at twelve Ryan White locations
throughout Broward County. Assistance with Medical,
Part B, and case management appointments, third party
benefit applications and referrals are completed by CIED
intake specialists to assist clients who may be eligible to
receive food stamp assistance, Medicaid and additional
services.
To schedule an appointment for initial and annual
certification, please contact our main office at 954-5661417. Documentation needed for certification can be
viewed and downloaded from our website at
www.brhpc.org/CIED.html.
To ensure easy access for individuals who are unable to
travel, CIED intake specialists can assist clients at their
home (due to medical need), at hospital locations,
treatment centers and homeless shelters.

Certified Application Counselors
To assist our clients navigate the Marketplace, all CIED
staff completed the Certified Application Counselor
training facilitated by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services. This training ensures staff can help
people understand, apply, and enroll for health coverage
through the Marketplace.
You can apply for Marketplace coverage three ways:
online, by mail, or in-person with the help of a Navigator
or other qualified helper. Telephone help and online chat
are available 24/7 to help you complete your application.

Eligibility Intake Coordinator
CIED welcomes Jacqueline Curnow as the new Eligibility
Intake Coordinator. Jacqueline has earned a Master’s
Degree in Counseling with a specialization in Applied
Behavior Analysis from Nova Southeastern University
and has been with Broward Regional Health Planning
Council since 2009 in the Healthy Families program. She
brings her experience working with the diverse
community of Broward County and her dedication to
providing quality care to persons in need.
4

BROWARD REGIONAL HEALTH PLANNING COUNCIL

WWW.BRHPC.ORG

HOPWA

City of Fort Lauderdale
The Housing Assistance program at Broward Regional Health Planning Council provides housing
assistance and case management services to persons living with HIV/AIDS under the HOPWA grant
(Housing Opportunities for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS). For the last five years, the team has been
working diligently to assist our clients with past-due rent, utility and mortgage assistance, and permanent
housing placement. The Housing Assistance program recently closed out a very successful and
productive 2012-2013 fiscal year and assisted 674 households. The program was able to assist 301
applicants with short-term rent, mortgage and utility assistance; this exceeded their goal of assisting at
least 200 clients. The program also placed 203 applicants and their families into permanent independent
housing, again, exceeding their goal of 150 applicants. As we enter the second quarter of the current fiscal
year, the team is on track for another very successful year.
Below are a couple of our recent success stories:

“I want to thank my housing case manager for all she has done to help me and my family move to new
housing. Without this program I don’t know what I would have done! Thank you so much!”
“I really feel like my housing case manager went above and beyond her job responsibilities to help me with
my application.”
“Thank you to the entire housing team for the work they did on my application. Because of the assistance
from the program, I was able to keep my home while I found new employment after losing my job.”
The HOPWA team looks forward to another successful year of helping the community to prevent and end
homelessness and to help change the lives of the persons in need.

HOPWA staff (from left): Natasha Markman, Suzi Barcenas, Iva Cadet,
Brandi Lehrer, Christina Lazarre, Sharon Alvarenga-Jones, and Nadienka Sanz
5
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The Housing Stability Program
The Housing Stability Program (HSP), a partnership between BRHPC, 2-1-1 Broward and the Family
Success Administration’s Housing Options Program, is in its second year of providing assistance to
families in Broward County. The program provides low to moderate-income families with homeless
prevention or rapid re-housing services in addition to case management to help families achieve
housing stability. BRHPC and its partners heavily engaged in community outreach to spread the word
about this program, which serves an unmet need for families in the low to moderate-income categories
in Broward.
Since its start, HSP has assisted 130 families with case management and provided 114 of those families
with financial assistance. Of the 114 families that received rental assistance, HSP was able to conduct a
follow up assessment with 89 families. All 89 of these families reported successful outcomes and
remained in stable housing after receiving assistance. 98% of these families did not have an ongoing
need for additional assistance. We look forward to continuing to spread the word about our services
and helping even more families in the next year.

SUCCESS STORY:
A mother of three had fallen behind in making her rent payments due to illness and a recent surgery.
The HSP staff was able to pay three months of rent and one month of utilities payments on behalf of
the family. The client received a care plan and household budget worksheet to help her keep track of
her income and expenses. With rental assistance, the client was able to achieve two goals: to move to
a less expensive apartment and pay off outstanding medical debt. This achievement has allowed the
family to effectively cover their daily living expenses, eliminating the threat of homelessness and the
stress that was keeping the family awake at nights.

HSP staff (from left): Angella Robinson, Rachel Williams, and Tiffany Steele
6
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Nurse Family Partnership
We are excited to welcome Rachel Beach as Nurse Supervisor of the new Nurse Family Partnership
program. Rachel holds a Bachelor’s of Nursing from Indiana University and comes to us with 6 years of
Pediatric Nursing experience, as well as experience as a Nurse Home Visitor for Nurse Family
Partnership in Indianapolis, Indiana. Rachel is thrilled to get back into the Nurse Family Partnership
program and join BRHPC to cooperate with mothers and their families in order to facilitate the best
pregnancy possible.
Nurse Family Partnership is an evidence-based community health program that encourages lowincome, first time mothers to become well rounded parents and independent women through the use of
nurse home visitors. The bond between mothers and nurse home visitors provides these parents with
the tools and resources to help guide them through the pregnancy and continuing throughout the
child’s future, as well as their own. By following a specific home visitation schedule, these nurses will
develop relationships that will continue until the child’s 2 birthday!
nd

Nurse Family Partnership has over 35 year of evidence-based research from randomized, controlled
trials in the community setting. The benefits of the program to the community include improved
prenatal health, improved child health and development, and an increase in economic sustainability.
Nurse Family Partnership works to reduce the risk of pre-term labor and delivery, reduce infant
mortality rate, promote breastfeeding, and improve the rate of prenatal care.

NFP staff (from left): Rachel Beach and Nora Galvis
7
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It Takes a Village: Utilizing the Community
Partnership Approach to Assist
TBRV Clients to Reach Self-Sufficiency
The Tenant Based Rental Voucher Program (TBRV) has entered its second year. The goals for this year
are to fill the rental vouchers positions that have become available due to client separation by adding
10 new client vouchers and to embark on phase two of the self-sufficiency project.
TBRV staff offered a series of financial literacy workshops to clients geared towards preparing them to
achieve self-sufficiency. During the last fiscal year, the program served 141 unduplicated clients. Of
the clients served, 112 expressed interest in participating in the financial literacy workshops. Seventy
of these clients completed phase one of the workshops and received certificates. Of the 70 clients who
received certificates, 10 families increased their household income by gaining employment or by
having an eligible member of the household gain employment. This is a step in the right direction as
becoming financially independent is an integral part of achieving self-sufficiency.
Phase two of the self-sufficiency project will begin on February 19, 2014. For this phase Broward
Regional Health Planning Council will partner with Consolidated Credit Counseling Services and
Hispanic Unity. This phase of the financial literacy training will focus on: “Financial Fitness” and
“Successful Home Ownership.” Participants who successfully complete these trainings will be offered
the opportunity to participate in the Center for Working Families operated by Hispanic Unity with the
ultimate goal being home ownership or developing a new source of income through entrepreneurship.
If you would like more information on the upcoming financial literacy workshops please contact
Rachel Williams, QA/Skills Development Manager at RWilliams@BRHPC.org.

BRHPC Offers Level 2 Background Screenings

8
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TOUCH
Active Living and Healthy Eating
TOUCH, in collaboration with its community partners, which include the City of
Dania Beach, Dania Beach
Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) and Florida Introduces Physical
Activity and Nutrition to Youth (FLIPANY), is
celebrating the official Grand Opening of the
PATCH Community Garden on Saturday,
January 18 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
th

In addition to the selection of locally grown
healthy food for purchase at the PATCH
Garden Market, Volunteers who helped the
PATCH Garden grow will be recognized and
there will be Free Family Fun featuring a live
DJ, activities for the kids, a Healthy cooking
Demonstration by FLIPANY, and a special
performance by world renowned IMPULSE artist Daniel Pontet inspired by the live music of the Dillard
Center for the Arts string quartet. The quartet is comprised of Umoja McNeish, Shomari Charlotin,
Elizabeth Maraj and Jaleel Jones.
The PATCH Garden and Market are located at 1200 NW 1 Street, Dania Beach, FL 33004 and accepts
cash, SNAP/EBT, Debit and Credit cards for purchase.
st

Buy Local Broward Kickoff!
“Buy Local Broward” is a community-wide effort to expand access to and
awareness of the availability of locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables. “Buy
Local Broward” also highlights local food produced in Broward County and
available at markets, restaurants, and food stores throughout the community.
The ”Buy Local Broward” promotion begins in January and continues through
March 31 .
st

A primary focus of ”Buy Local Broward” is to feature our vibrant local food
economy which can then translate into better health for the residents of
Broward County. The promotion addresses the positive benefits of a local food
economy which can be utilized as a marketing tool for restaurants, growers
and farmers markets as well as demonstrating the benefits of the expansion of
green space in an urban setting.
Throughout the three (3) month promotion, weekly events will be held which will include Chef’s
Demonstrations at a variety of farmers markets; Specials at area restaurants featuring locally produced food
items; Educational events in communities throughout Broward to expand knowledge of how to prepare
locally grown foods; Outreach and promotion of access to healthy foods, particularly in at-risk
communities; special events, informational tools and media coverage focusing on the importance of locally
grown foods; and, how to become a part of the “Buy Local Broward” movement. Visit
www.TOUCHBroward.org to find a map featuring “Buy Local Broward” Farmers Markets, Community
Gardens, “You Pick” Farms and Restaurants!
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Tobacco-‐Free	
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Smoke Free Parks and Beaches Becoming a Reality?!
The ability to have parks and beaches free from secondhand smoke are gaining a great
deal of attention. Recent “smoke free park” endorsements by TOUCH Partner, American
Lung Association and those of the Children’s Services Council of Broward and the Broward County Board
of County Commissioners, along with media coverage, online blogs and public conversations have brought
the importance of having safe and healthy parks, playgrounds and beaches in Broward County.
The main challenge facing smoke free parks and beaches in Broward County is overcoming the issue of
“preemption”. Florida law still preempts local governments from enacting local smoke free
regulations. "This legislation expressly preempts regulation of smoking to the state and supersedes any
municipal or county ordinance on the subject."
On November 27, 2013, the Sun Sentinel reported that in order to address the issue of preemption
Broward’s own State Representative Katie Edwards, D-Plantation, filed a bill that would allow local
governments to ban smoking on playgrounds in city and county parks. "My goal is to eventually outlaw
smoking on beaches," Edwards said. "I'm tired of going to the beach and seeing people using the sand as an ash tray.
Why do the rights of smokers trump the rights of the rest of us?"”
From a County perspective, on December 3rd, 2013, the Broward County Board of
County Commissioners voted to instruct the County Attorney to create an ordinance
to prohibit smoking in county parks. “Rather than allow smoking in some areas and not
in others, it would be better for the public, with what we know about second-hand smoke, if
we prohibit it in county parks altogether,” said Commissioner Sue Gunzburger, who
introduced the idea (reported by http://miami.cbslocal.com/2013/12/03/broward-countyexploring-smoking-ban-in-parks).
In December, the Broward County Commission issued an online survey to gather the
public’s feedback on whether or not to prohibit smoking in Broward County Parks.
This surge in activity surrounding the initiatives to make our County and City Parks,
Playgrounds and Broward Beaches smoke free, healthy and safe for all residents is a
positive indication that there is increasing support for the efforts being undertaken by both local and county
government as a result, in part, of the efforts supported by the American Lung Association and the TOUCH
Initiative.
High Quality Clinical and Preventative Services
Memorial Healthcare System and Holy Cross Hospital Patient-Centered Medical Home
Practices are Awarded Level III NCQA!
The TOUCH initiative is pleased to announce that its partners, Memorial Healthcare
System and Holy Cross Hospital’s Holy Cross Medical Group Mercy Family Life Center in Pompano Beach
join the Broward Community and Family Health Center, in being recognized as NCQA Level III, the
highest level of certification.
The “patient-centered medical home” emphasizes care coordination and communication, which can lead to
higher quality and lower costs, and can improve patients’ and providers’ experience of care. NCQA
Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH) Recognition is the most widely-used way to transform primary
care practices into medical homes as it has specific standards for organizing care around patients, working
in teams and coordinating and tracking care over time.
10
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Holy Cross Hospital began the PCMH at Mercy Family Life Center as a pilot program in 2011 with the
support of Broward Regional Health Planning Council’s TOUCH initiative.
“Drs. Patricia Aurelien and Fabio Su Diaz were the first to adopt the PCMH model of care at Mercy Family
Life Center,” said Marc Trajan, Director of Operations for the Holy Cross Medical Group. “The practice
serves many Spanish- and Creole-speaking patients who may be underinsured, uninsured and, in some
cases, undocumented. Together with a great team, they identified ways to better meet patients’ needs with
the same high quality of care in structured processes that track, monitor and report on patient progress.”
As an example of the PCMH program at the facility, a nurse reviews patient records as appointments are
scheduled to determine if tests were ordered and completed and, if not, follows up with the patient prior to
the appointment. Appointment times are also increased to allow for more comprehensive patient visits and
several slots are left open for patients who call in and need to be seen that day or the next.
Patients are also empowered and encouraged to be active participants in their care at home. In addition to
physician recommendations, they are provided with educational materials customized to their individual
needs while caregivers, including family members, are enlisted to help.
In addition to a variety of electronic health record tools, the Mercy Family Life Center utilizes a disease
registry that collects data beyond one provider which enables physicians to have a more complete record of
patient care for those who may receive care elsewhere.
“As the Holy Cross Medical Group continues to grow and enhance our quality of care delivery, we will use
the patient center medical home we have created here to create several additional PCMH facilities in 2014”
said Trajan.

Healthy	
  and	
  Safe	
  Physical	
  Environments	
  
Broward County Named a “Bicycle Friendly Community” by the League of American
Bicyclists
Throughout 2013 (and continuing into the New Year), TOUCH worked with the Broward Metropolitan
Planning Organization, Divisions of Broward County government, the Florida Department of HealthBroward County, the YMCA, Nutrition and Fitness Task Force of Broward County, FLIPANY and Urban
Health Partnerships to make the Broward County Area more cyclist friendly. As a result of these efforts,
Broward County was recognized as a “Bronze Level Bicycle Community” by the League of American
Bicyclists (LAB), the second largest county in the United States to receive this designation. The award was
presented at the October 17, 2013, meeting of the Broward County Board of County Commissioners. The
award recognizes the collaborative work being done to make the streets safer for cyclist and, most
importantly, to contribute to a more active lifestyle for the residents and visitors in Broward County.
"Broward County is playing a critical part in creating a truly Bicycle
Friendly America," said Andy Clarke, president of the League of American
Bicyclists. "We know Broward County's investment in bicycling will be
returned many times over in the quality of life benefits of their thriving
community.” The Bicycle Friendly Community (BFC) program is
transforming the way communities evaluate their quality of life,
sustainability and transportation networks, while allowing them to
benchmark their progress toward improving their bicycle-friendliness.
Currently, there are 291 Bicycle Friendly Communities in 48 states across
America. The Bronze BFC award recognizes Broward County's
commitment to improving conditions for bicycling through investment in bicycling promotion, education
programs, infrastructure and pro-bicycling policies.
11
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“This program recognizes that bicycling is not just about fun, but also fitness, health, mobility and
sustainability,” said Broward County Mayor Kristin Jacobs, an avid bicyclist herself. “Bicycle friendly
communities are great places to live and work. I am so pleased that Broward County has reached this level
of achievement in building a bicycle-friendly community, and we’re not going to stop here!” TOUCH is
extremely excited about this accomplishment and is already making strides to eventually be awarded the
“platinum” status, the highest designation awarded by the League of American Bicyclists.

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR VETERANS AND FAMILIES
(SSVF) PROGRAM BEGINS WITH SUCCESS AT BRHPC
The SSVF Program is a Federally Funded Initiative that
has a primary goal of rapid re-housing for Veterans
and their families. The Grantee for SSVF is the United
Way of Broward County, who successfully applied for
this grant under the Umbrella of an existing Program
called “Mission United”. Other SSVF partnering
agencies include; 211 Broward, Legal Aid, Coast to
Coast Legal Services, Urban League of Broward County
and Broward Regional Health Planning Council.
The Supportive Services for Veterans and Families
program (SSVF) at BRHPC provides social service and
rapid re-housing for Veterans and their families. The
SSVF Case Management team started this new program
by providing outreach to veteran’s services agencies,
homeless shelters, and other social supportive
community centers to introduce the program and
themselves to the community.
The SSVF Case Management team identified an
immediate need for stable housing for Arthur who
was living in his car, has chronic medical issues and
felt very unsafe living in an unstable environment.
The SSVF Case Managers created a Plan of Service for
him including a budget plan to determine if he could
afford his new apartment in the future. Case
Managers assisted with looking at selected
apartments that were affordable, clean and ready for
our client.
Arthur previously lived in many shelters but due to
his age and health issues it was apparent that this was
not a long-term solution for him. A property passed
inspection and Arthur was notified the day before
Thanksgiving that he would be able to move into his
new apartment the following Monday. We are
pleased to report that he is successfully housed and
lives in a place where he feels comfortable and safe. The SSVF Case Manager continues to work with this
Veteran to ensure he sustains his housing, assist him with application for additional benefits and that he
remains living independently.
This Veteran salutes the SSVF team, Arelis Tejeda, Molly Wassman and Lisa Besley for swiftly working
with him to secure a forever home.
12
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Healthy Aging Regional Collaborative (HARC)
REACHING OUT TO THE HAITIAN COMMUNITY
The Stanford Chronic Disease Self-Management Program (CDSMP) is now available
in Haitian Creole thanks to the collaboration between the Healthy Aging Regional
Collaborative (HARC) and TOUCH Self-Management Collaborative. Broward
Regional Health Planning Council, a member of the TOUCH Self-Management
Collaborative has taken the lead in the translation and pilot testing of the program.
The CDSMP English manual was translated into Haitian Creole to better serve a
large population of Haitian-Americans residing in the tri-county area with a
concentration in Miami-Dade and Broward counties. The Haitian Creole version was pilot tested with a
group of former completers of the CDSMP English program. These formers completers have the ability to
speak, read and write French, Creole and English. They have a strong understanding of the program and
they were given access to all the existing Stanford materials in English and French to ensure their ability to
provide knowledgeable feedback in the review of the Creole version. We are confident that, with minor
revisions, the translation maintains fidelity to the original program, as well as cultural/linguistic
sensitivity for Haitian Creole speakers.

We are thankful to our pilot participant. They were so excited that such an initiative has come to fruition
that they assisted each other with transportation to and from workshops. They are true CDSMP
champions!
Do you want to host a Haitian Creole CDSMP in your facility? The program meets once a week for 2 ½
hours for six weeks.
Contact Edwidge Solages, Healthy Aging Program Coordinator, via email: esolages@BRHPC.ORG

13
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Healthy Families Broward (HFB)

This holiday season, Healthy Families Broward (HFB) would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
United Way of Broward County and Broward Regional Health Planning Council staff for donating toys
and holiday decorations to our participant families.
We know that the holiday season can be tough for our participants when they are unable to purchase any
toys for their children. Thanks to community support and our fellow colleagues, we were able to reach
needy families this end of year and spread some holiday cheer!
Healthy Families staff joined hands to make several infants gift baskets for new mothers and wrapped a
wide variety of toys for children from 0 to 15 years old. Some of the cool items included jump ropes,
puzzles, board games, teething rings, crayons, table-top games, and more...
It is through the efforts of the few, that we are often able to touch so many.

Let’s Get Ready to Enroll!
Broward Regional Health Planning Council has been awarded a $440,000 grant from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation (RWJ) through Community Catalyst. The purpose of the funding is to hire Certified
Application Counselor’s to assist in the enrollment process for the Affordable Care Act Program also
known as Marketplace Insurance. Partnering with BRHPC are, 211 Broward, Broward College, Broward
County Human Services, Department, Community Access Center, Hispanic Unity of Florida, Impact
Broward and Urban League of Broward County.
BRHPC has trained and certified over 20 staff to assist with education and enrollment for the Affordable
Care Act Insurance Program. The first training for partnering agencies was held at BRHPC on December
18 . Agencies participating in this initiative were trained on Marketplace enrollment. Collaborating
partners viewed in real time enrollment screen shots, participated in role play/mock enrollment sessions
and were provided marketplace materials for their professional knowledge.
th

BRHPC participated in providing education and enrollments for the Marketplace Plans, in collaboration
with Representative Hazelle P. Rogers Office on Saturday, December 21 at New Life Fellowship Center in
Sunrise. At this event participants were pre-screened for insurance needs and met with a Certified
Application Counselor to assist them with enrollments. One-on-one insurance education sessions and
providing technical assistance with the Marketplace website took place as well.
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Community Catalyst mission is to organize and sustain a powerful consumer
voice, “to ensure that all individuals and community can influence the local,
state and national decisions that affect their health”.
BRHPC is open for appointments to the public for assistance with enrollments,
education on Marketplace Plans or information on how to choose a plan. For a
comprehensive list of locations, dates and times please call 954-561-9681 x 1227.

Substance Abuse and Mental Health
The SAMH Forensic Reintegration Team had a very busy 2013 and 2014 is already off and running. The
competency restoration program curriculum was revised and updated so that each tier of training has
revised and expanded training materials. These materials range from The Basic Concepts of Competency
Self Study Guide and the Fast Track to Competency guide for clients who are highly motivated to move
through the process quickly to the Special Needs Curriculum for those individuals who have educational
challenges. The Competency Restoration Workbook for general use was also redone and quizzes were
added for each of the 19 lessons.
The SAMH database has been undergoing a rigorous upgrade that will allow us to achieve the outcome
measures that have been formalized into our 2014 QI/QA plan. From the homepage (which is under
construction) to the report-generating component, information related to all the clients involved in our
court, hospital and competency restoration programs will be readily accessible for review and analysis.
Most recently, the Health Foundation of South Florida awarded Broward Regional Health Planning
Council (BRHPC) $39,995 to expand the SAMH database to add Adult and Children’s Mental Health
Targeted Case Management Electronic Health Records (EHRs). This will facilitate our expansion of
services to more clients with and without forensic involvement.

Community Foundation of Broward
The Community Foundation of Broward’s Mission is to provide leadership on community solutions and
foster philanthropy that connects people who care with causes that matter. As part of this Mission, the
Community Foundation of Broward throughout the years has taken a leadership role in bringing to the
forefront the need for HIV/AIDS prevention education.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic has severely affected Broward County, which now ranks #1 in the United States
for new HIV infections. In its efforts to bring attention to this issue, the Foundation, in prior years has
served as both the administrative support agency for the Broward AIDS Partnership (BAP) and provided
matching funds for the annual AIDS United prevention grant funding which the Broward AIDS
Partnership awards to local community organizations. Through this funding, community agencies
throughout Broward, including the Urban League of Broward and Children’s Diagnostic & Treatment
Center have provided Prevention services to both children and adults.
While the Foundation has transferred the administrative oversight and support for the Broward AIDS
Partnership to Broward Regional Health Planning Council, the Community Foundation remains a
significant collaborative and funding partner along with BRHPC and the United Way of Broward County
in ensuring that local-based community agencies are in a position to continue their important work in
reducing the rate of new HIV infections in Broward.
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Current resident or

Certificate of Need
Hospital Beds and Facilities:

Other Beds and Facilities:

1st Batching Cycle - 2014

1st Batching Cycle - 2014

Description

Dates

Description

Dates

Summary Need Projections Published in
F.A.W.

1-17-14

Summary Need Projections Published in
F.A.W.

4-4-14

Letter of Intent Deadline

2-03-14

Letter of Intent Deadline

4-21-14

Application Deadline

3-05-14

Application Deadline

5-21-14

Completeness Review Deadline

3-12-14

Completeness Review Deadline

5-28-14

Application Omissions Deadline

4-09-14

Application Omissions Deadline

6-25-14

Agency Initial Decision Deadline

6-06-14

Agency Initial Decision Deadline

8-22-14

